Segmental mixed nerve conduction studies in ulnar neuropathy at the elbow.
Conventional nerve conduction and electromyography may not be adequate in localizing ulnar neuropathy at the elbow, particularly in longstanding lesions with severe axon loss. Ratios of wrist to elbow and elbow to axilla segmental ulnar mixed nerve amplitudes were determined in 11 patients with ulnar neuropathy at the elbow. In 20 control subjects, the mean ratio was 1.06 +/- 0.25 (standard deviation). All patients had ratios less than two standard deviations of the control mean ratio. This method is a useful adjunct to conventional nerve conduction techniques in the localization of ulnar neuropathy at the elbow.